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Mr. WEBBER, said that he had taken up the case upon public
principle in writing to Lord Palmerston to bring this matter to
light; and he hoped the jury would see that he had done his
duty.
Mr. BALLANTINE interfered, and said he hoped that Mr. Webber

was going to be prudent for once in his life.
Mr. Webber then sat down ; when the jury adjourned for a

short time, as the evidence was now closed.
(The shorthand writer’s notes of the able summing-up of the

learned coroner had not arrived at the time of going to press ;
we hope to insert it verbatim in the next number of this

journal.)
The CORONER having concluded the summing up, at five o’clock

the jury retired to consider their verdict, and returned into court
at about half past nine o’clock, at which time the court was

densely crowded with spectators, who awaited the verdict with
breathless interest.
The FOREMAN read the verdict as follows :-
"That the deceased, Alfred Richardson, died of inflammation

caused by an operation unskilfully performed by Mr. Thomas
Weedon Cooke and Mr. Thomas Wakley, jun.
"That the jury, finding great difficulty in coming to a satis-

factory conclusion respecting other matters deposed to before
them, they have resolved to exercise the discretion permitted to
them by declining to give any opinion upon them."
The inquisition having been duly signed, the court broke up.

Some of the jurymen, on retiring through the passages, were
hissed.

Medical News.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.-The following gentle-
men, having undergone the necessary examinations for the
diploma, were admitted Members of the College at a. meeting
of the Court of Examiners on the 14th inst. :-

BURG, WILLIAM HENRY, Spalding, Lincolnshire.
DYSON, EDWARD, Almondbury, Yorkshire.
GooDDY, GEORGE, South Hiendley, Barnsley, Yorkshire.
HARPER, CHARLES HARRIS, Hon. East India Company’s

Service.
HARRIS, SAMUEL, Quorndon, Leicestershire.
HORSFALL, JAMES SMITH, Halifax, Yorkshire.
HuRMAN, HENRY BIFFEN, Curry Rivell, near Taunton.
MARR10TT, ROBERT BUCHANAN, Ipswich.
MILLARD, RAY SAMUEL, Whitchurch Asylum, near Ross,

Herefordshire.
MORRIS, EDWARD, Stoke Damarel, Devon.
SUMMERS, SAMUEL, Hemel Hempstead.
The following gentlemen were admitted Members on the

17th inst. :-
DoBiE, WILLIAM MURRAY, Chester.
IRVINE, ALEXANDER, Aberdeen.
NORRIS, NATHAJSTIKL, Liverpool.
ORTON. THOMAS JERRAM, Guelph, Canada West.
RussELL, EDWARD, Liverpool.
VEAL, THOMAS STICK, St. Columb, Cornwall.
WILSON, WILLIAM, Royal Navy.
WRENCH, EDWARD MASON, Cornhill.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL.-A list of the names of gentlemen
who passed their examination in Classics and Mathematics on Tues-
day and Wednesday, the 18th and 19th July:-William Chenhall,
Princes-street; Charles Wotton, King’s Langley; William Hick-
man, Melcombe-place, Dorset-square; Frederick William Greene,
Leadenhall-street; Hugh P. Olivey, Mylor, Cornwall; Henry
Gervis, Tiverton, Devon; John H. Smyth, UpperFinchley-road;
Thomas C. Mitchell, Kempston, Beds; Blair H. Williams,
Kempston, Beds; Thomas Dowling, Chew Magna; Samuel H.
Adams, Bedford; Rayner W. Batten, Plymouth; James Somer,
Barnstaple, Devon; John H. Tylecope, Haywood, Stafford ; Wm.
Gimson Gimson, Walton, Leicestershire; Henry T. Lanchester,
Yoxford, Suffolk; William Orange, Torquay, Devon; Thomas
P. Smith, Croydon; Juhn Candy, Harleyford-place; Thomas
Trimnell, Harleyford-place ; Alfred Winkfield, Bedford; Walter
Morgan, Tremains, Bridgend; Otbo F. Wyer, Bedford; John
Cook, Northampton; Josephus A. Williams, Scarborough;
John Alderson, Aslackby, Lincoln; Samuel C. Noble, Kendal;
Arthur G. Lawrence, Carmarthen; John Easton, Blackfriars-
road ; Robert S. Belcher, King’s College; Reginald Harrison,

Stafford; John C. Armstrong, Gravesend; Frederick Dunn,
Wolverhampton; John D. Bird, Tollerton Easingwold; Edward
Furse, Southmolton; Charles W. C. Madden, Bristol; William

Kennedy, Worcester; Henry A. Day, Pembrook; Paul Belcher,
Burton-on-Trent; Benjamin Browning, Hurley-street: Richard
W. B_igstocke, Milford Haven; Henry C. March, Newbury,
Berks; Thomas P. Daniel, Beaminster; Henry T. Wade, General
Hospital, Birmingham; Frederick H. Smith, Greenwich; Charles
J. Hellicar, Clifton, Bristol; Thomas Leachman, Islington;
James Ford, Barnstaple, Devon; John H. Jenvey, Upper Stam-
ford-street ; John T. Seccombe, Dalston.
TESTIMONIAL TO DR. F. J. MOUAT, PROFESSOR OF

MEDICINE IN THE BENGAL MEDICAL COLLEGE, BY THE

GRADUATES.-Dr. Mouat being about to leave Bengal for a
short period, the graduates of the Bengal College have taken
advantage of this opportunity to present him with a handsome
testimonial. The testimonial, consisting of a very splendid
vase and salver, was accompanied by an address, expressive of &pound;
the high sense which the graduates entertain of Dr. Mouat’s
labours as a professor in the College, and his exertions in
behalf of the graduates. Few men, we believe, have done
more than Dr. Mouat to develop the intellects of native pupils,
and he has justly earned their gratitude. The following is an
extract from the address :-‘ It may not be in keeping with
the design of this address to expatiate upon those high qualifi-
cations and eminent abilities which have so long commanded
our respect and admiration, but we may be permitted to dwell
with grateful feelings upon the uniform kindness of manner
and the genuine goodness of heart which have so justly earned
for you the affectionate regard and attachment of every student
of this College, past as well as present; while, upon more
public grounds, our most sincere thanks are due to you for the
friendly and effective advocacy with which you have, for a
long series of years, supported every measure tending to ad-
vance and improve our position in life, and for those great and
untiring exertions which have so materially contributed to
increase the resources, and to enhance the reputation, of our
College as a school of medicine, especially by so actively
assisting in the establishment of the magnificent new hospital
which now constitutes the chief ornament of this institution,
and affords so large an amount of aid for the relief of human
suffering. When we turn to survey this noble structure, with
its complete and extensive organization, and its unlimited
means of instruction to the student of the present day, im-
parting, as it were, a fresh and powerful impulse to the

practical study of the healing art, it is impossible not to feel
proud of our Alma Mater; and while we exult in that feeling,
and rejoice in her well-earned prosperity, we must not be
unmindful that to you, Sir, is in a great measure due the
merit of having thus raised her to her present position of
dignity and usefulness." Dr. Mouat replied in suitable terms.
On one side of the vase was embossed the southern view of the
New Medical College Hospital, with the following motto:
"Homines ad Deos nulla re propius accedunt quam salutem
hominibus dando." On the reverse side of the vase was

engraved the following suscription: "Presented to Frederic
J. Mouat, Esq., M.D., F.R.C.S. Eng., Professor of Medicine,
Medical College of Bengal, &c. &c. &c., in grateful acknow-
ledgment of lasting benefits conferred on themselves and their
Alma Mater, and as a testimony of high respect for his pro-
fessional talents and esteem for his private worth, by the
Graduates of the Medical College of Bengal, Calcutta, April
17th, 1854." 
DISCLOSURES RESPECTING SPIRIT-RAPPIKN.-At the

meeting of the Academy of Sciences of Paris, on the 12th of
June last, M. Rayer called the attention of the members to
some experiments of Dr. Schiff, of Frankfort, touching spirit-
rapping. This physician had under his observation a young
girl, with whom certain noises took place, attributed to the
rapping of spirits. Dr. Schiff, by paying much attention to
the case, found out that the sonnd issued from the girl herself,
and not from any other source. The noise is, in fact, pro-
duced by the repeated slipping of the tendon of the peronasus
longus from the sheath in which it glides in passing behind the
outer ankle. Dr. Schiff succeeded in repeating upon himself
the same phenomenon presented by the girl, which was sup-
posed to depend upon a rapping spirit. When the sheath of
the tendon is weak and lax the noise is very easily made, and
may be produced without moving the foot in the least; but
when the finger is placed behind the outer ankle just when the
sound is being made, the alternate and repeated displacement
is felt without difficulty, the action being accompanied by arapid up and down movement of the same tendon. The Secre-



74

tary of the Academy requested Dr. Schiff, who was present at 
I

the meeting, to repeat the experiment before the members.
The rapping was accordingly produced, and heard at the dis-
tance of several yards, though silence was far from being com-
plete. The feet were quite open to view, but no movement
could be perceived.
HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE WEBE ENDING

SATURDAY, JULY 15.-A thousand and fifteen deaths were regis-
tered in London in the week that ended last Saturday, a number
which slightly exceeds that of the previous week. In the ten
corresponding weeks of the years 1844-53 the average number
was 936, which, if raised in proportion to increase of population,
becomes 1030. Hence it appears that the mortality of last
week was below the calculated result, but differs from it only to
a small amount. In the previous week the deaths arising from
diseases of the zymotic class were 253 ; last week they numbered
270, whilst the average of corresponding weeks in former years
was 285. The increase of 17 on the previous week is due princi-
pally to diarrhoea, which with cholera now shows a disposition to
become more prevalent. Fatal cases of diarrhcea were in the last
two weeks 32 and 46. Five deaths from cholera were registered
in the week.

Last week the births of 752 boys, and 743 girls, in all 1495

children, were registered in London. In the nine corresponding
weeks of the years 1845-53 the average number was 1274.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

X.-The Society of Apothecaries is the only institution which possesses the
power of licensing persons to practise as apothecaries in England and Wales.
The practice of an apothecary has been clearly defined by the judges. The
laws relating to medicine are in a most anomalous condition, and a change
is urgently demanded.

.B. B.-The late Mr. Hey, of Leeds.
A. B. C.-Our correspondent would not be entitled to the distinction unless
he had passed the examination necessary for the degree. The university
named has the power of conferring degrees in medicine.

M.D., (Norwich.)&mdash;We are much obliged for the information. Most of the
facts were known to us before.

- B. W. N.-Different kinds of trusses are suited to different kinds of _hernia.
Any surgeon will be able to advise upon the matter.

Mr. Garlick is thanked.
A S’1bsct’iber.-We cannot answer the question. Our conespondent might

ascertain by making application to the various universities that grant
degrees.

A Beginner.-It is used and pronounced as one syllable.

NEw TEST FOR SUGAB.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Si]t,&mdash;If a freely alkaline solution of chromate of potash be mixed with

urine suspected to contain sugar, ami boiled, the liquor will assume a deep
sap-green colour, arising from the decomposition of the chromic acid, the re-
duced oxide of chromium being held in suspension by the potash.

Such is the sensitiveness of this test, that five or six drops only of saccharine
urine diffused through water is sufficient to show the effect, which is infinitely
more striking than even Moore’s potash or Trommer’s copper tests.

I would therefore recommend a mixture, in equal parts, of a solution of the
neutral chromate of potash and liquor potassue to be kept in the chemical
cabinet of every medical practitioner, labelled "test for sugar." When the
quantity of sugar is very small, a piece of white paper placed at the back of
the test-tube will render the colour more distinct.

I am, Sir, yours respectfully,
JOHN HORSLEY,

The Laboratory, Cheltenham, July, 1854. Analytical Chemist.
Sff. L.-A private note has been sent.
Q in the Corner has our thanks. He was not the only one who overheard the
conversation. Prichard and Collett were the solicitors to the defunct
Medical Protection Office. This office, started by a discharged clerk in oppo-
sition to Mr. Propert’s, having met with a decided opposition, soon fell to
pieces: hence one of the causes of Mr. Collett’s animosity at the late
inquest.

Mr. G. Z. Spencer.-Several letters and other articles appeared in this and
other journals respecting the subject. It was suggested by one corre-

spondent that the Jews were exempt from cholera, in consequence of eating
much of olive oil. Other correspondents were of the same opinion; but
others again attributed the exemption to other causes, one of which was the
care which the Hebrews exercise in their diet, avoiding shell-fish and other
articles likely to produce diarrheea. zit

A Correspondent, (Southampton.)-There was no intention whatever to cast
any reflection on the governors of the South Hants Infirmary. The electors,
no doubt, acted impartially in their choice.

A. B. C.-The experiments were tried in University College Hospital, in 1838.
z1 Swbscrber, (Plymouth.)-Notwithstanding the trifling inaccuracies in the

letter of " Veritas," there can be no doubt that it exhibits, in a striking
manner, the injustice to which the Plymouth Union medical officers are
subjected.

.r’HCfHs.&mdash;Mr. ’Weedon Cooke has resigned his office at the Royal Free
Hospital. He is the first victim of the Webber-Gay inquest. Who will be
the second, third, and fourth, Heaven only knows. Every surgeon now
stands upon a volcano. The author of this mischief has a fearful account to
settle with the profession.

A Sl(ff&agrave;u.-Such cases are of eonstant occurrence. Scarcely a week passes
without our receiving the particulars of cases of extortion and robbery by
advertising quacks. The money might be recovered by proceeding against
the offender for obtaining money by false pretences.

Studens.-1. No such work has been published.-2. About five years since.-
3. Yes.

.3tf<-. T H. Fo7ker, (Etruria.)&mdash;If forwarded, the cases shall be inserted.
- B.xpecans.&mdash;The guardians must be guided by the Act of Parliament. The

fees are specified : for every case of successful vaccination, the operation
being performed within two miles of the residence of the practitioner, the
fee is one shilling and sixpence; beyond two miles, two shillings and six-
pence. The guardians cannot legally alter this scale.

An Union <S’M?’eo);.&mdash;The report of the committee has only just been laid
before Parliament. There will probably be no alteration in the law during
the present session. It is quite competent for any member to bring forward
any amendment, or to offer any suggestions, when the subject comes before
the House. It will be well for our correspondent to put himself in comrnu.
nication with the representative of his county, and urge upon the attention
of that gentleman the points enumerated.

A C’e[?!ta<e.&mdash;There will be no presentations to the East India Company’s
Service for the future. It has not yet been decided in what way the elec-
tions will take place.

An jEBM-tM.&mdash;The work was noticed in TnE LANCET at the time. It pos-
sesses some merit.

A OtHMfHat!.&mdash;Dr. Rolph is a physician. The memorial was presented to the
House of Representatives by him.

Eine:zsis.-Tlie Medical Society of Dublin was established in 1785.
A Governor of the Nor folk Hospital.-We thank our correspondent; but we

are sure he will not find fault with us for treating the " vulgar" abuse, with
which we are honoured by the quarterly nuisance of the governors, with the
same contempt they themselves vouchsafe him. We presume that it. is un-
necessary to do more to vindicate ourselves from the imputation of styling
the proceedings at the quarterly meeting of governors as a " vulgar uproar,"
than to observe that the accusation is " Webber’s." Were it possible
for that most amiable and disinterested philanthropist to quote correctly, it
would have been seen that the " vulgarity" referred to by us applied strictly
to the singular and not in any way to the body of governors upon
whom it was inflicted. The governors have by this time unfortunately had
experience enough to be able to decide whether that application-so strictly
limi’raR-hP rlA,:::p’rvprl nr not

.EMgMM’M’.&mdash;Unless the whole of the facts were placed before us, it would be
unjust to express an opinion.

]j,Ir. HIlj’dy.-The addition has been placed in the hands of the printer. }11’,
H.’s paper shall be published in an early number.

jMsta;.&mdash;We believe the imputation on Dr. Jacob to be unjust. Had an ex-

posure of Messrs. Gay, Courtney, and Webber been sent by the " London
correspondent" of the Press, it would, doubtless, have been inserted. In
medical controversies, justice is the last thing discoverable, if at all,

3fr. West, (Hull.)-There are many practitioners of ability capable of treating
your case in the town in which you reside. We must decline acceding to
our correspondent’s request.

In -Bttfe.&mdash;Vaccine matter may be obtained by application to the resident
medical officer of the Small-Pox Hospital, or of the National Vaccine Insti-
tution, Russell-place, Fitzroy-square.

H., (Birmingham.)-We knew that appeals were being made by the lawyers
to parties in town for subscriptions to defray their heavy expenses; but
were unprepared for the facts detailed in our esteemed correspondent’s
letter. Thanks; no.

M.D.-It is nearly two years since we refused to insert advertisements of
the book of Francis Burdett Courtenay.

A. D. K. F.-It is usually so, but not absolutely necessary.
An University Man.-The candidate must be twenty-one years of age.
Mr. W. H. Borham.-The correspondence shall receive attention.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been’received from-Dr. Bird; Dr.

Conolly; Dr. Hall; Mr. John Hardy, (Stockport Infirmary;) The Secretary
of the Whittington Club; Dr. W. H. Borham; Mr. Isaac Aaron, (Sydney,
New South Wales;) One acquainted with the Private Proceedings; H.,
(Birmingham;) Q in the Corner; Messrs. Hunt and Roskill; The Rev. W.
R. Bowditch, (St. Andrew’s;) Expositor; A Surgeon both Afloat and
Ashore; 1BLRC.S.; G. L. S.; A. D. K. F.; An Anxious Inquirer; Mr. F. S.
Garlick, (Halifax;) M.R.C.S. and L.A.C.; Junius; A Subscriber; An Uni-
versity Man; H. W. N.; A Country Practitioner; One who sees through the
Conspiracy; Mr. J. Prichard, (Loughborough, (with enclosure;) Dr. Atkin-
son, (Wakefield, with enclosure;) Dr. Beales, (Congleton, with enclosure;)
Mr. E. K. Lever, (with enclosure;) Mr. R. Richardson, (Galway, with en-
closure ;) A Governor of the Norfolk Hospital; Mr. L.; A Beginner; Mr.
G. L. Spencer; A Correspondent, (Southampton;) A. B. C.; A Subscriber,
(Plymouth;) InRure; A Sufferer; Studens; Mr. W. H. Folker, (Etruria;)
Expectans; An Union Surgeon; A Candidate; An Emigrant; A Canadian;
Erinensis; X.; R. B.; M.D., (Norwich ;) Enquirer; Justitia; Mr. West,
(Hull;) M.D.; Indignans ; &c. &c.


